
logical times
math sciences do doo-dah

Prime Partners in Parading: !back row" Dr. Zengxiang Tong, Aderaw Fenta, Mat# 
McMu$en, T.J. Luttre$, Todd Ramsey, Angela Oxley, Dr. Je% Smith; !&ont row" David 
Green, Dr. Susan Thompson, Dr. Bi$ Harper, Mark Day, and Alex the Wonder Dog

On Oct ober 13t h, Ot t erbein!s 
campus saw t he M at hemat ical 
Sciences D epartment in a very 
di" erent light . Faculty, students, 
and an uno# cial mascot marched 
in the 2007 $Time to Bond% Parade 

as part  of  a new H omecoming 
tradition,  Doo&Dah entries. Across 
the country, Doo&Dah participants 
are known for their  o"&beat, silly, 
and of t en i r reverent spi n on 
conventional parades.  

'see $Doo&Dah,% p. 2(

HOT  TOPICS IN MA TH, COMPUTER  SCIENCE, & ACTUARIAL SCIENCE

Montana, the Big Sky State, has a senator 
looking for something more than Pi in the 
sky.  Max Baucus intends to request free 
col lege t ui t ion for t hose who major in 
mathemat ics, science, and technology.  As 
par t of t he ) 25 b i l l i on Educat i on 
Compet it iveness Act , the full scholarships 

would be good at any university in the United 
States.  However, a string is attached.
Following graduat ion, students would be 
required to work or teach in their  * elds for a 
minimum of four years.  Senator Baucus 
hopes the * nancial lure wil l help to keep the 
U.S. ahead of $the competition% 'speci* cally 
China and India(.  Source: Billings Gazette 8/20/07
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H istoric Corner
The handheld calculator is 
o# cially $over&the&hil l.%   

Fort y years ago, Texas I n&
struments supplied the chip 
for t he f i rst calculator in&
tended for home use.  By the 
summer of 1972, TI  was ready 
to produce it s own line of 
calculators, t he D at aM at h 
2500 Series.  The 2500 ini&
tial ly retailed at ) 149, but was 
produced in large numbers 
and soon sold at a signi* cant 
discount, ) 119.

T he 12&ounce, bat t er y&
operated device, guaranteed 
for one year, f eat ured an 
eight&digi t l i ght&emi t t i ng&
diode readout that turned o"  
aft er about 15 seconds.

I n September of 1972, Jay 
Rodney Reese, Vice President 
and Manager of T I !s Solid 
St at e Product s D i vi si on, 
stated, $Our com&
pany is dedicated 
to the belief that 
elect roni cs wi l l 
pervade al l seg&
ments of our so&
ciety.%

'Je( ey P. Smith



DOO &DAH 'CONTINUED (

T he M at hemat i cal 
Sci ences D epar t&
ment!s entry focused 
on t he t heme of 
$We!r e i n O ur 
Prime.% I n addit ion 
to t&shirts 'each with 
a pun involving the 
word $prime%(, mem&

bers of Prime Partners in Parading distribut ed candy 
to the crowd along the parade route. As spectators 
enjoyed treats of  Three Musketeers and Take 5, Matt 
McMullen juggled, Mark Day led math cheers, and 
Alex the Wonder Dog protected marchers from loud 
* re trucks.

Carolyn Wil liams, Ott erbein!s Direct or of  Planned 
Giving and Doo&Dah Poo Bah, presented the  de&
partment with  the Rubber Chicken Award and the 
Sword of Doo&Dah, a testimony to the ingenuity and 

high spirits of the 
Prime Part ners in 
Parading.

Not wanting to rest 
on the laurels of a 
Doo&Dah done well, 
T.J. L ut t r el l and 
Todd Ramsey, are 
already planning for 
next year!s parade.  
$We want to write 
math problems on 
slips of  paper and 
hand them out to 
t he crowd,% said 
L ut r el l .  Added 
Ramsey, $W r ong 
answer. No candy.%

MEET  THE F ACULTY  & DR. WILLIAM HARPER

Bil l has a B.S. in 
comput er engi&
neering, an M .S. 
in statistics, and a 
Ph.D. i n I ndus&
t r i al &  Syst ems 
Engineering ,  all 

from The Ohio State University. 
He picked up his 1st year of col&
lege while in the Air Force. H is 
Ph.D. was all part&time. He is a 
licensed professional engineer, a 
certi * ed reliability  engineer, a cer&
ti * ed quality engineer, a certi * ed 

quality auditor, and a Fellow of the 
American Society for Quality.  Bil l 
spent a lot  of 1988&1996 in Saudi 
Arabia.

Bil l has traveled to over 30 coun&
tries for both work and pleasure.- 
He has given presentations in nu&
merous places such as South Ko&
rea, Malaysia, Australia, and Mo&
rocco.  He continues to work as a 
consultant primari ly with engi&
neering stat ist ical applicat ions.- 
Recent work has included oil  spills 
in the Gulf of Mexico for the U.S. 

Department of Interior as well as 
ext reme&value stat ist ical analysis 
for  Prudhoe Bay on the northern 
slope of Alaska.

Bil l has a lovely wife Paula, a great 
daughter Rachel 'a senior in soci&
ology here at Ott erbein(, Alex the 
Wonder Dog, and Xena the prin&
cess cat.  He owns two businesses 
including a geostat ist ics venture 
' ht tp://ecossenorthamerica.com/( 
with  his co&author Isobel Clark in 
Scotland.

THE PUNCHLINE 

Wh at  do  you  call  a jack-o-lantern  w hose  circumference  is 
divided by its diameter?
     Pumpkin Pi

Do you h ave a h umorous story, a funny joke, or an interesting riddle related to math , 
computer science, or actuarial science?  send it to jsmith @otterbein.edu and you could 
be featured in a future edition of Òth e Punch line.Ó

Sh are th e laugh ter!
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAIR  & WELCOMING LOGICAL TIMES

We are welcoming the bir th  of the online journal 
Logical Times, edited by Dr. Je" rey Smith, published 
by t he D epart ment  of M at hemat ical Sciences, 
Ott erbein College.

I t is now the newsletter of our department, and its 
* rst funct ion is to dispatch the news about  our 
department . I t  wi l l record the act ivi t ies in our 
department;  it  wil l witness the development of  our 
st udent s and f acul t y; and i t  wi l l  repor t t he 
achievements accomplished by our students, faculty 
members, and alumni.

However, Je"  did not name it  plainly a newsletter. 
Instead, he named it  Logical Times. I t shows that 
Je"  wants his baby to grow, to grow along with  the 
development of our department. Our department 
strives for excellence in education. Our goal is to 
open students! minds to the power, beauty, and 
utility  of the mathematical sciences and to develop 
their conceptual understanding, problem solving 
abi l i t y, and anal yt i cal t h i nk i ng sk i l l s. T he 
depart ment !s facult y is st rongly commit ted to 
excellent teaching and high quali t y research. I n 
addit ion to news, Logical Times may become a 

plat form for st udent s and facult y members to 
communicate their  discoveries and inventions from 
their creative scholarly works. 

I  am not imaginative enough to foresee the future of 
Logical Times. I ts future is unlimit ed. I  only know 
that an artist creates his painting, and an editor&in&
chief  creates his journal. Beaut i ful mathemat ics 
naturally came out  of Leonhard Euler; beaut iful 
music naturally came out of Amadeus Mozart; and 
beautiful ideas naturally come out of Je" rey Smith.

'  Dr. Zengxiang Tong

STUDENT  AND ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Garey Berry, a Computer Science major, was 
the student&scholar spokesperson at the Ohio 
Foundat ion of I ndependent Colleges annual 
meeting, September 18.-  This was an honor for 
the college and our department and we are very 
pleased that Garey was able to represent us at 
this occasion.

Ben Moldenhauer, a senior major ing in 
Act uar i al Sci ence, f i ni shed hi s summer 
internship at Assurant Health, in M ilwaukee, 
Wisconsin and passed the actuarial Exam MLF 
'Exam III:  Actuarial Models&Life Contingency( 
in May 2007.

Nicole Miranda, an Education Major with   a 
concentration  in Mathematics, was one of four 
undergraduates in the state to be awarded an 

Ohio Counci l of Teachers of M at hemat ics  
Scholarship.  In addition to a monetary stipend, 
Nicole receives a complimentary membership to 
both OCT M  and the Nat ional Counci l for 
Teachers of Mathematics.  

Kayne Kirby, a 2002 graduate, received an 
FCAS 'Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society( 
designation in  August 2007.  He is currently the 
Pricing Manager at Nationwide Insurance and 
wi l l serve as t he Universi t y L iaison of t he 
Casual t y Act uar ial Societ y for 
Ot terbein!s Actuarial Science 
Program.

Congratulations to all of 
our past and present 
scholars!
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS



problem to ponder

Our inaugural issue features two 
problems to ponder & and both are 
quite timely conundrums.

The year 2007 marks the 300th 
anniversary of  the birth of  the 
proli* c mathemat ician Leonhard 
Euler.  One of Euler!s most famous 
results is:

    Find

'proposed by Matt M cMullen(

Which is larger?

  

! 

2+ 2+ 2+ ... 2

2007radicals6 7 4 4 4 8 4 4 4 

 or 2

'proposed by Dr. Ioan Hrinca(

Send attempts to JSmith, 137 Towers 
Hall, jsmith@otterbein.edu. Future 
issues of Logical Times will feature 
selected strategies and solutions.

Calendar

October 19-20, 2007

Ohio Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics Annual Conference,

Columbus Convention Center, 
Columbus, OH

October 26-27, 2007

Ohio Section of the Mathematical 
Association of America Fall Meeting

Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH

November 3, 2007

Undergraduate Mathematics Day,

University of Dayton, Dayton, OH
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4321 First Street

Anytown, State 54321

Mathematical Sciences Department

One Otterbein College

Westerville, Ohio 43081

Problemproposed by Matthew McMullen:

This year marks the 300th anniversary of the birt h of the great Swissmath-
ematician Leonhard Euler. One of EulerÕsmost famousresults is
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