MATHEMA TICAL SCIENCES &OT TERBEIN COLLEGE

sjcal times

math sciences do doo-dah
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Prime Partners in Parading: \back row" Dr. Zengxiang Tong, Aderaw Fenta, Mat#
McMuSen, T} Luttre$, Todd Ramsey, Angela Oxley, Dr. Fe%Smith; \&ont row" David
Green, Dr. Susan Thompson, Dr. Bi$ Harper, Mark Day, and Alex the Wonder Dog

On October 13th, Otterbein!s as part of a new Homecoming
campus saw the Mathematical tradition, Doo&ah entries. Across
Sciences Department in a very the country, Doo&ah participants
di" erent light. Faculty, students, are known for their 0"&beat, silly,
and an uno# cial masmt marched and often irreverent spin on
in the 2007 $Time to Bond%Parade conventional parades.
'seefDooah,%p. A

AUTUMN 2007

Historic Corner

The handheld calculator is
o# cially $over&hedill.%

Forty years ago, Texas | n&
struments supplied the chip
for the first calculator in&
tendedfor home use. By the
summerof 197211 was ready
to produce its own line of
calculators, the DataMath
2900 Series. The 2500 ini&
tially retailed at ) 149,but was
produced in large numbers
and soon sold at a signi* cant
discount, ) 119.

The 128unce, battery&
operated device, guaranteed
for one year, featured an
eight&igit light&emitting&
diode readout that turned o"

after about 15 seands.

In September of 1972, Jay
Rodney ReeseVice President
and Manager of Tl!s Solid
State Products Division,
stated, $Our com&

pany is dedicated
to the belief that
electronics will
pervade all seg&|
ments of our so&
ciety.%

‘Je( ey P Smith

HOT TOPICS IN MA TH, COMPUTER SCIENCE, & ACTUARIAL SCIENCE

Montana, the Big Sky Sate, has a senator
looking for something more than Pi in the
sky. Max Baucus intends to request free
college tuition for those who major in
mathematics, science, and technology. As
part of the )25 billion Education
Competitiveness Act, the full scholarships

would be good at anyuniversity in the United
States. However, a string is attached.

Following graduation, students would be
required to work or teachin their * eldsfor a
minimum of four years. Senator Baucus
hopesthe * nancial lure will help to keepthe
U.S aheadof &he competition % speck cally
China and India(. Soure: Bilings Gazette 8/20/07
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DOO &AH 'CONTINUED (

*re trucks.

Carolyn Williams, Ott erbeins Director of Planned
Giving and Doo&ah Poo Bah, presened the de&
partment with the Rubber Chicken Award and the

The Mathematical
Sciences Depart&
ment!s entry focused
on the theme of
$Welre
Prime.%In addition
to t&hirts 'each with
a pun involving the
word $rime%( mem&
bersof Prime Partners in Paradingdistributed candy
to the crowd along the paraderoute. As spectabrs
enjoyedtreats of Three Musketeersand Take 5 Matt
McMullen juggled, Mark Day led math cheers,and
Alex the Wonder Dog protected marchersfrom loud

Prime Partners
Parading.

in Our

Lutrell.

Sword of Doo&ah, atestimonyto the ingenuity and

high spirits of the

Not wanting to rest
on the laurels of a
Doo&ah donewell,
T.J. Luttrell and
Todd Ramsey, are
alreadyplanning for
next year!s parade.
PNVe want to write
math problems on
slips of paper and
hand them out to
the crowd,%said
Added
Ramsey, $Wrong
ansver. No candy

BEAPART OF THE DOO-DA CRAZE

in

CONTACT

FOR DETAILS

MEET THE FACULTY &DR. WILLIAM HARPER

Bill has a B.S in
computer engi&
neering, an M.S
in statistics, and a
Ph.D. in Indus&
trial & Systems
Engineering , all
from The Ohio State University.
He picked up his 1styear of col&
lege while in the Air Force. His
Ph.D. was all part&me. He is a
licensed professional engineer, a
certi* ed reliability engineer a cer&
ti* ed quality engineer a certi* ed

quality auditor, and a Fellow of the
American Societyfor Quality. Bill
spent a lot of 198&1996in Saudi
Arabia.

Bill has traveled to over 30 coun&
tries for both work and pleasure-
He has given presentationsin nu&
merous places such as South Ko&
rea, Malaysia, Australia, and Mo&
rocco. He continuesto work as a
consultant primarily with engi&
neering statistical applications.-
Recent work hasincluded oil spills
in the Gulf of Mexico for the U.S

Department of Interior as well as
extreme&alue statistical analysis
for Prudhoe Bay on the northern
slope ofAlaska.

Bill has a lovely wife Paula,a great
daughter Rachel'a senior in soci&
ology here at Ott erbein(, Alex the
Wonder Dog, and Xenathe prin&
cesscat. He ownstwo businesses
including a geostatistics venture
'http://ecossenorthamerica.com/(
with his co&uthor Isobel Clark in
Sootland.

THE PUNCHLINE

e |
' \ What do you
W divided by its diameter?
Doyouh

be featured in a future edition of Oth

call

a jack-o-lantern

Pumpkin Pi

line.O
e laugh

e Punch

Share th ter!

w hose

circumference is

ave a h umorous story, a funny joke, or an interesting riddle related to math

computer science, or actuarial science? send it to jsmith @otterbein.edu and you could
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHAIR &WELCOMING LOGICAL

We are welcoming the birth of the online journal
Logical Times, edited by Dr. X" rey Smith, published
by the Department of Mathematical Sciences,
Ott erbein College.

It is now the newsletter of our depatment, and its
*rst function is to dispatch the news about our
department. It will record the activities in our
depatment; it will withess the development of our
students and faculty; and it will report the
achievementsacomplished by our students, faculty
members, and alumni.

However, ' did not nameit plainly a newsletter.
Instead, he named it Logical Times. It shows that
J" wants his babyto grow to grow along with the
development of our department. Our department
strives for excellence in education. Our goal is to
open students! minds to the power, beauty, and
utility of the mathematical scienes and to develop
their conceptual understanding, problem solving
ability, and analytical thinking skills. The
department!s faculty is strongly committed to
excellent teaching and high quality research. In
addition to news, Logical Times may become a

TIMES

platform for students and faculty members to
communicate their discoveries and inventions from
their creative scholary works.

| am not imaginative enoughto foreseethe future of

Logical Times. Its future is unlimited. | only know

that an artist creates his painting, and an editor&n&
chief creates his journal. Beautiful mathematics
naturally came out of Leonhard Euler; beautiful

music naturally came out of AmadeusMozart; and
beautiful ideas naturaly come out of &" rey Smith.

" Dr. Zengxiang Tong

STUDENT AND ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Garey Berry, a Computer Scien@ major, was
the student&cholar spokesperson at the Ohio
Foundation of Independent Colleges annual
meeting, Sepember 18: This was an honor for
the collegeand our depatment and we are very
pleased that Garey was able to represent us at
this occasion.

Ben Moldenhauer, a senior majoring in
Actuarial Science, finished his summer
internship at Assurant Health, in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and passedthe actuarial Exam MLF
"Exam lll:  Actuarial Modelsi&.ife Contingency(
in May 2007

Nicole Miranda, an Education Major with a
concentration in Mathematics, was one of four
undergraduates in the state to be awarded an

+

Ohio Council of Teachers of Mathematics
Scholarship. In addition to a monetary stipend,
Nicole receivesa complimentary membershipto
both OCTM and the National Council for
Teachers of Mathematics.

Kayne Kirby, a 2002 graduate, received an
FCAS 'Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society(
designationin August2007. He is currently the
Pricing Manager at Nationwide Insurane and
will serve as the University Liaison of the
Casualty Actuarial Society for
Otterbein!s Actuarial Science

Program. @
Congratulations to all of

our past and present OTTERBEIN

scholars! COLLEGE
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problem to ponder

o) 1 | 2
Z 26 Calendar
, October 19-20, 2007
o 2k + 2k + 1 Ohio Council of Teachers of
Fnd kz(k + 1)2 Mathematics Annual Conference,
k=1 i
Columbus Convention Center,
'proposed by Matt M cMullen( Columbus, OH
Which is larger? October 26-27, 2007
6 4 428Tedida] 48 Ohio Section of the Mathematical

Our inaugural issue features two

problemsto ponder &and both are \/2 +1[244/2+ \/5 2 Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH
o V2+42+ .. or

guite timely conundrums.

Association of America Fall Meeting

The year 2007 marks the 300th ‘proposed by Dr loan Hrinca( November 3, 2007

anniversary of the birth of the Send attemptsto J9mith, 137 Towers Undergraduate Mathematics Day,
proli*c mathematician Leonhard Hall, jsmith@ptterbein.edu. Future | University of Dayton, Dayton, OH
Euler. One of Eulerls most famous issues of Logica Times will feature
results is: selected srategiesand solutions.
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